MARKET UPDATE JANUARY TO APRIL 2008
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Inagua

609

           

 

425

           

 

43.3%

60

            

 

34

             

 

76.5%

Long Island
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409

          

 

493

           

 

-17.0%

San Salvador
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6.0%

6,307
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Bahamas Overall

1,700,100
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0.2%

541,380

   

 

533,567

    

 

1.5%

Source: Immigration and Customs various ports of entry in the Bahamas.  

All numbers are subject to revision.  

FOREIGN AIR AND SEA ARRIVALS TO THE BAHAMAS

JANUARY TO APRIL 2008 YTD

Air and Sea

Air Only

1ST PORT OF ENTRY ONLY


VISITOR ARRIVALS (JANUARY TO APRIL YTD 2008)

ISLANDS UP  [image: image2.wmf]
· Andros
· Berry Islands

· Bimini

· Cat Cay

· Cat Island

· Half Moon Cay

· Inagua

· San Salvador

ISLANDS DOWN  [image: image3.wmf]
· Nassau/Paradise Island down overall however Air Only for the Island was UP.
· Grand Bahama

· Abaco

· Eleuthera down overall however Air Only for the Island was UP.
· Exuma

· Long Island
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Cat Island
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Eleuthera (Princess Cay)
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Half Moon Cay

128,675
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26.9%

25,949
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0.0%
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Long Island

-
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0.0%

San Salvador

-

            

 

489

           

 

-100.0%

-
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0.0%

Bahamas Overall

1,116,026

 

 

1,121,083

 

 

-0.5%

247,281

       

 

266,626

      

 

-7.3%

Source: Immigration and Customs various ports of entry in the Bahamas.  

Sea Landed arrivals are not listed above.

2nd and 3rd port of call cruise arrivals are not listed in the above table.

All numbers are subject to revision.  

CRUISE ARRIVALS TO THE BAHAMAS 

2008

Cruise Arrivals YTD

Cruise Arrivals April Only

1ST PORT OF ENTRY ONLY

January to April YTD

April Only


CRUISE ARRIVALS (JANUARY TO APRIL YTD 2008 1ST PORT OF ENTRY)

ISLANDS UP  [image: image5.wmf]
· Abaco (Castaway Cay)
· Berry Islands (Great Stirrup Cay & Little Stirrup Cay/Coco Cay)
· Half Moon Cay

ISLANDS DOWN  [image: image6.wmf]
· Nassau/Paradise Island 
· Grand Bahama
· Bimini

· Eleuthera 
· Exuma

· San Salvador

CRUISE ARRIVALS (APRIL ONLY 2008, 1ST PORT OF ENTRY)

· Abaco, Berry Islands and Half Moon Cay  all Up for April
· Nassau/P.I., Grand Bahama, Bimini, Eleuthera, Exuma all Down.
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Nassau/Paradise Island
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-24.6%

335

          

 

392

           

 

-14.5%

Cat Island
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25.9%
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359

           

 

24.2%

Eleuthera

29,408
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-20.4%
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Exuma

3,728

        

 

4,099
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Half Moon Cay

25,949

      

 

20,706

      

 

25.3%

-

           

 

-

            

 

0.0%

Inagua

180

           

 

120

           

 

50.0%

35

            

 

10

             

 

250.0%

Long Island

96
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-40.7%

93

            

 

157

           

 

-40.8%
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1,385

        

 

24.6%
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1,376

        

 

22.9%

Bahamas Overall

396,499

    

 

423,196

    

 

-6.3%

138,047

   

 

143,970

    

 

-4.1%

Source: Immigration and Customs various ports of entry in the Bahamas.  

All numbers are subject to revision.  

FOREIGN AIR AND SEA ARRIVALS TO THE BAHAMAS

APRIL 2008

Air and Sea

Air Only

1ST PORT OF ENTRY ONLY


VISITOR ARRIVALS (APRIL ONLY 2008)

ISLANDS UP  [image: image8.wmf]
· Berry Islands

· Cat Island

· Half Moon Cay

· Inagua

· San Salvador

ISLANDS DOWN  [image: image9.wmf]
· Nassau/Paradise Island 
· Grand Bahama

· Abaco

· Andros

· Bimini

· Cat Cay

· Eleuthera 
· Exuma

· Long Island

Market Analysis
· Visitor Arrivals for the month of April 2008 declined by -6% when compared to the same period of 2007.  The following are contributing factors affecting this decline:
· The United States which is the biggest supplier of visitors to the Bahamas is suffering a few setbacks.  Stopovers from the US were down by -7% in April 2008.
· The US is experiencing a “slow down” in the economy.

· The US Dollar is struggling vs. the Canadian dollar and the Euro.

· Oil prices continue to fluctuate causing high fuel costs which has caused a strain on the airline companies who travel internationally.

· Consumer spending in the US is down and the US govt. is having difficulty stimulating consumers to spend.  
· The US debt is high.

· The US manufacturing industry is in a weakened condition as much of the goods for the United States were outsourced to countries with a cheaper labour force like China, etc.
· The housing market in the United States is in crisis and people in our primary DMA markets and top producing states are losing their homes every day.  
· The US is presently engaged in “Election Fever”

· Visitor Arrivals from Canada for the month of April 2008 were up over the same period of 2007 and were still going strong and climbing to new heights.  Stopover visitors from Canada were up by 27% during the month of April 2008. The following are contributing factors affecting this increase:
· There is a fairly new office in Canada that has aggressively and successfully marketed the Bahamas to Canadians. They have worked closely with their marketing agency Punch Communications and have made their presence known in the provinces of Canada.
· The Canadian dollar is strong.

· The Bahamas is now cheaper than before for Canadians because of their strong dollar.
· Canadians now have access to more direct flights from Canada to The Bahamas, for example Westjet.

· Canada is not suffering from a housing crisis.

· Their manufacturing industry is very diverse.
· They have many industries that employ Canadians i.e. Forestry/Logging Industry. Agriculture, Fishing, Mining of “natural resources such as gold, nickel, uranium, diamonds and lead.” Source: Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
· Canada actually is an exporter of energy (oil, etc.) which makes energy costs in Canada fairly cheap. Source: Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
· Canada does have concerns of rising fuel costs though.

· The increase in the number of stopover visitors from Canada (27% increase) and Europe (7% increase) were not enough to offset the decline in arrivals to the Bahamas for the month of April.  The decline of -7% in the amount of visitors from the biggest supplier of visitors to the Bahamas, the United States, was too much to offset this decline.
· Cruise arrivals to the Bahamas Overall were down during the month of April 2008 by -7% (1st Port of entry only).  This decline was in part due to the fact that both Nassau/Paradise Island and Grand Bahama suffered declines in cruise arrivals during the month.  The Out Islands received 14% more cruise passengers in April 2008 than in April 2007 but this increase was not enough to offset the declines experienced by Nassau/Paradise Island and Grand Bahama for the month.  Cruise arrivals to Nassau/Paradise Island were down because cruise lines such as Carnival Cruise lines, Disney Cruises, Costa Cruises, especially Royal Caribbean brought in fewer passengers during the month of April 2008 than in April 2007.  Cruise Arrivals to Grand Bahama were down because Carnival Cruise lines brought in fewer passengers (as a first port of call) to the island in April 2008 than in April 2007.  The total number of calls to Grand Bahama declined in April 2008 compared to 2007 for all of the ports of entry as a whole to the island.  Grand Bahama has been receiving a number of passengers during the last few months as a 3rd port of call.  The Norwegian Cruise line has been sending their ships, e.g., the Norwegian Gem into one of the Out Islands first, then into Nassau/Paradise Island and then onto Grand Bahama. 

· Grand Bahama is not as fortunate as Nassau/Paradise Island and the Out Islands as far as having a variety of cruise lines going to the destination.  The Port Authority charges an extra $5.00 per passenger (the extra funds are used to maintain the harbor, etc.) for the cruise head tax for ships entering as a first port of call, so many cruise lines choose not to go to that island first and clear their passengers.  They go to Nassau/P.I. or the Out Islands first because they don't have to pay so much per person then they go on to Grand Bahama.  Other Cruise lines such as Royal Caribbean used to go into Grand Bahama regularly but they dropped them off the itinerary a few years back.  Royal Caribbean only goes to Grand Bahama now if the weather or some unforeseen circumstance changes their itinerary.  Carnival Cruise lines, Discovery cruise lines, and now Norwegian Cruise lines are the primary cruise lines to that island. 

· Cruise arrivals to the Out Islands were up because many of the major cruise lines such as Carnival Cruise lines, Holland American, Norwegian Cruise lines, Royal Caribbean, and Disney Cruises all brought in more passengers to the Out Islands (as a 1st port of call) in April 2008 than in April 2007.
· The decline in arrivals for the month of April put a strain on the YTD air and sea arrivals and pulled it down.  By the end of April 2008, the Bahamas Overall YTD was up only slightly.
APPENDIX

· A cruise stopover is a person who comes to the destination on a cruise ship, stays in the destination for 24 hours or more and does not use the cruise ship for accommodation (primarily seen in Grand Bahama).  A cruise stopover is not the same as a cruise arrival who does use the ship for accommodation purposes.  Cruise stopover visitors, other sea landed visitors/sea stopovers [i.e., boaters/yachters] and cruise arrivals make up the sea arrival numbers.

· 1st Port of Entry refers to the first port of call in the Islands of the Bahamas for a cruise ship.  Some ships make more than one stop in the Islands of The Bahamas.  The second stop is the 2nd Port of Entry and refers to the second port of call in the Islands of the Bahamas for a cruise ship.  

· In this report we have just included 1st port of entry numbers, because the report is based on the Overall Bahamas.  If a person wanted to get a total count of the number of cruise visitors to the island of Nassau/Paradise Island only, they would have to add 1st and 2nd port together.

